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[0001] The present Invention relates to a contalnerfor 
bunches of flowers having improved functional features. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to a con- s 
talner for bouquets which allows to preserve the fresh- 
ness of the flowers used. 

[0002] It is known that so-cailed bouquets are gener- 
ally prepared by using supports which allow to wrap the 
bunch of flowers and act, for all purposes, as a vase, io 
allowing the florist to create a floral composition which 
does not have to be undone by the buyer to place it in 
an adapted vase. 

[0003] This allows the florist both to prepare different 
floral compositions in advance and to quickly compose ^5 
the bouquet, which can also be immersed in the water 
poured into the support. 

[0004] The conventional supports described above 
are constituted by a thin, transparent, flexible sheet 
made of plastics, which Is shaped like a half-circle and 20 
is provided with radial slits which fomri seats for the 
stems of the flowers the florist wishes to use to create 
the composition. 

[0005] The florist thus places the stems of the flowers 
In the slits, according to the composition that he wishes ^5 
to obtain, and then wraps the plastic sheet around the 
stems, obtaining a sort of cone from the apex of which 
the stems of the flowers protrude and are thus mutually 
fastened so that they cannot move. 
[0006] The resulting conical shape has an open bot- so 
tom and is therefore rested on a transparent polypropyl- 
ene sheet which is wrapped around the cone of the sup- 
port and is tightly tied around its apex, so as to fomn both 
the bottom of the support and an aesthetically attractive 
covering for the cone. 35 
[0007] The polypropylene sheet allows to pour water 
into the cone, which accordingly acts, for all purposes, 
as a vase for the flowers contained in it. 
[0008] Although the above solution has a pleasant fi- 
nal aesthetic appearance, it has a series of drawbacks, 40 
including above all the fact that the stems of the flowers 
inserted in the slits of the thin flexible semicircular sheet 
can perforate the subsequent sheet of polypropylene 
wrapped around the conical support. 
[0009] This obviously entails the severe drawback 45 
that the water poured into the conical structure leaks 
from under the cone through the holes produced by the 
stems In the polypropylene sheet. 
[0010] Furthermore, the insertion of the stems in the 
slits of the support and the subsequent wrapping thereof so 
around said stems is an operation which requires some 
manual skill in addition to being time-consuming. 
[001 1 ] Another drawback of the above solution is the 
fact that although the diameter of the floral arrangement 
that the florist can obtain varies, the configuration of the 55 
support is always conical and thus does not allow to vary 
at will the aesthetic effect of the resulting "vase". 
[0012] US-A-4 300 312 discloses a container for 



bunch of flowers as denrod in the preamble of claim 1 . 
[001 3] The aim of the present invention is therefore to 
provide a container for bunches of flowers which can be 
filled with water with no risk of leakage. 
[0014] Within the scope of this aim, an object of the 
present invention is to provide a container for bunches 
of flowers which allows to vary at will the final shape of 
said container. 

[0015] Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a container for bunches of flowers which is ca- 
pable of giving substantial stability to the bunch of flow- 
ers. 

[0016] Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a container for bunches of flowers which can be 
use easily and at low costs. 

[0017] Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a container for bunches of flowers which can be 
used with fresh, dried or artificial flowers. 
[0018] This aim, these objects and others which will 
become apparent hereinafter are achieved by a contain- 
er for bunches of flowers, as defined in claim 1 . 
[0019] Further, prefen'ed embodiments are disclosed 
in dependent claims 2 to 10. 

[0020] Further characteristics and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent from the detailed de- 
scription of an embodiment according to the invention, 
illustrated only by way of non-limitative example in the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the container ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a sectional lateral elevation view of the 
container according to the present invention, shown 
in the active configuration, with a bunch of flowers 
contained therein; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the container according 
to the present invention; 

Figure 4 is a lateral elevation view of the container 
according to the invention, shown in its final config- 
uration; 

Figure 5 is a partial sectional lateral elevation view 
of the container according to the invention, accord- 
ing to a first embodiment; 

Figure 6 is a sectional elevation view of the contain- 
er according to the invention, according to the em- 
bodiment shown in Figure 5; 
Figure 7 is a sectional lateral elevation view of the 
container according to the Invention, according to a 
second embodiment; and 
Figure 8 is a sectional elevation view of the contain- 
er according to the invention, according to the em- 
bodiment shown in Figure 7. 

[0021] With reference to the above figures, the con- 
tainer according to the present invention, generally des- 
ignated by the reference numeral 1 , comprises a base 
element 2 which has a raised perimetric rim 3 which 
fomns a sort of container tray meant to accommodate 
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stems 11 of flowers formirigBle bouquet 
[0022] The base element is advantageously circular. 
[0023] A plurality of elongated elements 4 extend from 

the raised rim 3 and are monolithic therewith; said ele- 
ments are thin, so that they are flexible and can be 5 
curved toward the central vertical axis of the base ele- 
ment 2. The elongated elements are substantially per- 
pendicular to the base element from which they extend, 
or can be angled slightly toward the outside of said base 
element so as to give the container a more rounded ap- io 
pearance when said elongated elements are curved to- 
ward the central axis. 

[0024] Said elongated elements have a conical con- 
toured front surface, with the apex directed upwards so 

that once they are curved toward the center of the base 15 
element 2 the portion of elongated element 4 is visually 
reduced. 

[0025] Each elongated element 4 ends, at its free end, 
which lies opposite to the raised rim 3, with a retaining 
tooth 5 which is adapted to retain a raffia 6 used to tie 20 
together the free ends of the elongated elements 4. 
[0026] The raffia 6 thus has the purpose of fastening 
the elongated elements 4 to each other and around the 
stems of the flowers, as explained hereinafter 
[0027] The outer surface of the tip of each elongated 25 
element 4 is rough, so as to prevent any slippage of the 
raffia 6 beyond the retaining tooth 7 in an upward direc- 
tion. 

[0028] The upper ends 7 of the elongated elements 4 
have rounded edges, so as to prevent said ends from so 
perforating the polypropylene sheet 8 meant to be 
wrapped around the container 1 . 
[0029] Ribs 9 can be provided adjacent to the lower 
portion of the elongated elements 4, at the base element 
2, so as to graduate the flexing of the elongated ele- 35 
ments 4. Depending on the height of the ribs 9, the elon- Claims 
gated elements 4 assume a more or less curved config- 
uration, as shown in the figures, and particularly Figure 1 . 
6, shows a possible bell-like shape assumed by the con- 
tainer 1 in the presence of the ribs 9, while Figure 7 is 40 
a view of the conical configuration which can be ob- 
tained without the ribs 9. 

[0030] Another rib 10 arranged circumferentially 
along the lower surface of the base element 2 acts as 
stable resting element for the container 1 when it is ^5 
placed on a level surface. 

[0031] Advantageously, the base element and the 
elongated elements that are monolithic therewith are 
molded from transparent plastics to allow light to pass 
toward the stems of the flowers and to allow said stems so 
to be visible from outside. 

[0032] With reference to the above figures, the use of 
the container according to the Invention is as follows, 
[0033] Firstof all, the florist places the stems 11 of the 
flowers, resting them so that their lower ends are against 55 
the upper surface of the base element 2, intertwining 
them as required, and then flexes the elongated ele- 2. 
ments 4 toward each other in a central region, so as to 
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then gather their upper^TOs 7 by means of the raffia 6. 
[0034] In this manner, the raffia 6 mutually fastens the 
free ends 7 of the elongated elements 4, with the stems 
11 secured between them, but leaves a passage, albeit 
a minimal one, through which the water for preserving 
the flowers Is poured. 

[0035] Once this operation has been completed, the 
polypropylene sheet 8 is wrapped around the container 
1 , so as to decorate it in an aesthetically pleasing man- 
ner and at the same time to form a container in which 
water can be poured and contained 
[0036] In practice, it has been found that the container 
according to the invention fully achieves the intended 
aim, since allows to avoid leakage of water poured into 
the container to preserve the flowers of the bouquet, at 
the same time ensuring simple use and a pleasant aes- 
thetic effect. 

[0037] The lower ends of the stems of the flowers and/ 
or the wire optionally used to support the flowers are In 
fact unable to perforate the polypropylene sheet, since 
they rest directly against the base element, which pre- 
vents their contact with the polypropylene sheet. 
[0038] In practice, the materials used, so long as they 
are compatible with the specific use, as well as the di- 
mensions, may be any according to the requirements 
and the state of the art. 

[0039] Where technical features mentioned in any 
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference 
signs have been included for the sole purpose of in- 
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly 
such reference signs do not have any limiting effect on 
the interpretation of each element identified by way of 
example by such reference signs. 



A container (1) for bunches of flowers, comprising 
a base element (2) from the perimeter whereof a 
plurality of elongated elements (4) extend, said el- 
ements being able to curve toward the central ver- 
tical axis of said base element and being monolithic 
with said base element, which accommodates the 
stems of flowers composing the bunch, said base 
element (2) being circular and the elongated ele- 
ments (4) being arranged along its circumference 
substantially at right angles to said base element, 
said base element (2) being a disk which has a 
raised rim (3) along its entire circumference, said 
elongated elements (4) being monolithic with said 
rim (3), characterized in that the free ends of said 
elongated elements (4) are provided with a retain- 
ing tooth (5) for the passage of a raffia (6) meant to 
tie said elongated elements together In a curved po- 
sition. 

The container according to claim 1 , characterized 
In that the free end of each one of said elongated 
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elements (4) tapers riiiiPrhan the underlying por- 
tion connected to the base element (2). 

3. The container according to claim 1 , characterized 

in that each free end of said plurality of elongated 5 
elements (4) has a rough outer surface to prevent 
any slippage of the raffia (6), in addition to said raffia 
retaining tooth (5). 

4. The container according to one or more of the pre- io 
ceding claims, characterized in that it comprises 

a plurality of ribs (9) which are monolithic with said 
elongated elements (4), at said base element (2), 
and are adapted to stiffen said elongated elements 2. 
(4) and to limit and change their flexing. is 

5. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized in that said base el- 
ement (2) and said elongated elements (4) that are 
monolithic therewith are made of transparent mate- 20 3. 
rial in order to allow to view said stems. 

6. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized In that said transpar- 
ent material is plastics. 25 



und die langllcher^Bemente (4) entlang selnem 
Umfang im Wesentlichen rechtwinklig zu dem Ba- 
siselement angeordnet slnd^ wobei das Basisele- 
ment (2) eine Scheibe ist, welche einen erhohten 
Rand (3) entlang Ihrem gesamten Umfang aufwelst, 
wobei die langlichen Elemente (4) einstuckig mit 
dem Rand (3) ausgebildet sind, dadurch gelcenn- 
zelchnet, dass die f relen Enden der langlichen Ele- 
mente (4) mit einer Haltezini<e (5) fur den Durch- 
gang eines Raffiabastes (6) ausgebildet sind, der 
dazu bestimmt ist, die langlichen Elemente in ge- 
krummter Stellung zusammenzubinden. 

Behalter nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gelcennzeich- 
net, dass das freie Ende jedes der langlichen Ele- 
mente (4) starker geneigt ist als der darunteriiegen- 
de Abschnitt, welcher mit dem Basiselement (2) 
veriDunden ist 

Behalter nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeich- 
net, dass jedes freie Ende der Vielzahl langlicher 
Elemente (4), zusatzlich zu der den Raffiabast hal- 
tenden Zinke (5), eine rauhe auBere Oberflache 
aufwelst, um jegliches Abrutschen des Raffiabastes 
(6) zu verhindem. 



7. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized in that said base el- 
ement (2) has, on its lower surface, a circumferen- 
tial rib (10) which Is adapted to constitute a resting 
surface for said base element (2). 

8. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized in that said degree 
of curvature toward the central axis of said base el- 
ement (2) is detemnined by the size of said ribs (9). 

9. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized in that the free ends 
of said elongated elements (4) have rounded edg- 
es. 

10. The container according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims, characterized in that said elongat- 
ed elements (4) have a conical shape, with the apex 
arranged at their free end. 



PatentansprQche 

1 . Behalter (1 ) fur BlumenstrauBe, aufweisend ein Ba- 
siselement (2), von dessen Rand aus sich eine Viel- 
zahl idnglicher Elemente (4) enstreckt, wobei die 
Elemente sich gegen die zentrale vertikale Achse 
des Basiselements krummen konnen und einstuk- 
kig mit dem Basiselement ausgebildet sind, wel- 
ches die den StrauB bildenden Blumenstiele auf- 
nimmt, wobei das Basiselement (2) kretsfdnnig ist 



4. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass er an 
dem Basiselement (2) eine Vielzahl von Rippen (9) 
30 aufwelst, welche einstuckig mit den langlichen Ele- 
menten (4) sind und dafiir ausgelegt sind, die lang- 
lichen Elemente (4) zu versteifen und ihre Blegung 
zu begrenzen und zu verandern. 

35 5. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass das 
Basiselement (2) und die langlichen Elemente (4), 
die mit diesem einstuckig sind, aus einem transpa- 
renten Material hergestelltsind, um dieSichtauf die 

40 Stiele zu ermoglichen. 

6. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass das 

transparente Material Kunststoff ist. 

45 

7. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das 

Basiselement (2) auf seiner unteren Oberflache ei- 
ne umfangsseitige Rippe (10) aufwelst, die dafur 
50 ausgelegt ist, eine Auflageoberflache fur das Basi- 
selement (2) zu bilden. 

8. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass der 

55 Grad an KrOmmung zur zentralen Achse des Basi- 
selements (2) hin durch die GroBe der Rippen (9) 
festgetegt wird. 
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9. Behalter nach mlndesli^Rinem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass die 
freien Enden der langiichen Elemente (4) abgerun- 
dete Kanten aufweisen. 

5 

10. Behalter nach mindestens einem der vorstehenden 
Anspruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die 
langiichen Elemente (4) eine konische Form auf- 
weisen, wobel die Spitze an Ihrem freien Ende an- 
geordnet ist. io 



Revendlcations 

8. 

1. Recipient (1) pour bouquets de fleurs, comprenant is 
un element de base (2) a partir du perlmetre duquel 
s'etendent une pluralite d'6l6ments allonges (4), 
lesdits elements etant capables de se courber vers 
Taxe central vertical dudit 6l6ment de base et 6tant 
solidaires dudit element de base, et qui regoW les 20 9. 
tiges des fleurs composant le bouquet, ledit ele- 
ment de base (2) §tant circulaire et les elements al- 
longes (4) etant disposes le long de sa circonferen- 
ce, sensiblement k angles droits par rapport audit 
element de base, ledIt element de base (2) etant un 25 
disque qui comporte un rebord sureleve (3) le long 
de toute sa circonf^rence et lesdits §t6ments allon- 
ges (4) 6tant solidaires dudit rebord (3) caracterlse 
en ce que les extremltes libres desdits elements 
allonges (4) sent munles d'une dent de retenue (5) 30 
pour le passage d*un raphia (6) destine a attacher 
lesdits Elements allonges ensemble dans une posi- 
tion courbe. 



tiges. 

Recipient selon Tune ou plusieurs des pr^^dentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que ladite ma- 
ti^re transparente est une matiere plastique. 

Recipient selon Tune ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que ledit §l§- 
ment de base (2) comporte, sursa surface inferieu- 
re, une nervure circonferentielle (10) qui est adap- 
tee pour constituer une surface d'appui pour ledit 
6l6ment de base (2). 

R^ipient selon Tune ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que ledit degre 
de courbure vers I'axe central dudit element de ba- 
se (2) est detemriine par la taille desdites nervures 
(9). 

Recipient selon I'une ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que les extremi- 
tes libres desdits elements allonges (4) ont des 
bords arrondls. 



10. Recipient selon I'une ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que lesdits ele- 
ments allonges (4) ont une fomne conique, Tapex 
etant situe au niveau de leur extremite libre. 



2. Recipient selon la revendication 1 , caracterise en 35 

ce que I'extremite libre de chacun desdits elements 
allonges (4) est plus effiiee que la partie sous- 
jacente reliee a reiement de base (2). 

3. Recipient selon la revendication 1 , caracterise en 40 
ce que chaque extremite libre de ladite pluralite 
d'eiements allonges (4) a une surface exterieure ru- 
gueuse pour empecher le raphia (6) de glisser, en 
plus de ladite dent (5) de retenue du raphia. 

45 

4. Recipient selon I'une ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce qu'il comprend 
une pluralite de nervures (9) qui sent solidaires des- 
dits elements allonges (4), au niveau dudit element 

de base (2), et qui sontadaptees pour renforcer les- so 
dits elements allonges (4) et limlter et changer leur 
flexion. 



5. Recipient selon I'une ou plusieurs des precedentes 
revendlcations, caracterise en ce que ledit eie- S5 
ment de base (2) et lesdits elements allonges (4), 
qui sont solidaires avec ceiul-ci, sont faits de ma- 
tiere transparente afin de permettre de voir lesdites 
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